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dynamic ability in administration, though quite in
one direction ; Sewall wrought more in a longer and
more varied public career than the others; while
Evelyn, as the virtuous associate of the great and the
pure in heart, was in this world's affairs an atmos-
phere rather than an actor who controlled. Both the
Englishmen show more literary merit, better form,
and Evelyn especially has vastly greater continuity
and deliberation in his entries, than Sewall.

With this showing, on what ground, then, can the
claim be made for SewalFs Diary, as a permanency
in English literature, sure to come finally, upon its
merits, to a lasting fame ? First, of all, because his
Diary is the only one of New England, and, as to
that matter, of the American nation so far, which
our people, so rich in other things, can claim for
its own ; and for its own, as one of its most ancient
and elaborate historical monuments in its ever cres-
cent literature. We have no other book like it;
perhaps no other storehouse of old ways and social
life so abundant as it. Sewall never took the time
or the pains, being too busy, to get himself a well-
mannered style and fixed forms as a literary man.
Perhaps the exacting, and even narrow, zeal of Pu-
ritanism, always unfavorable to art, dissuaded him.
Yet there are not lacking passages in his Diary
and Letter Book which show his ability to have
written the strongest, well-ordered English had he
willed it. Proofs of this ability will be found in
this book later on. Sewall's Diary, then, will last
because it is a rich mine of New England history;used to fortify the Diary. Several of
